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Late Edition
Today, partly sunny, cooler, high
44. Tonight, patchy clouds, low 34.
Tomorrow, partly sunny, a bit mil-
der during the afterncon, high 52.
Details, Sports Sunday, Page 12.
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%6 beyond the greater New York metropolitan area.
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VIA REUTERS

\, where residents said they were victims of army shelling.

‘heldon is committed to keep-
1im in the race as long as he
ts to stay in,” said Fred Zeid-
, a top fund-raiser for Mr.
mey and a longtime friend of
Adelson. “But any time that
t decides to get out of the
, he would devote his energy
money to the overriding is-
which is beating Barack
ma”
iderscoring Mr, Adelson’s
ition to that larger cause, he
among the conservative po-
il financiers on hand last
<end for the twice-yearly
ering of the billionaire indus-
ists Charles and David Koch
Palm Springs, Calif., where
Kochs and their like-minded
agues discussed their efforts
1sure Mr. Obama's defeat.
r.” Adelson, who has long

Cantinued an Pnoo 1R

n B: Romney Romney Takes

A Solid Victory
In Nevada Vote

By JIM RUTENBERG
and JEFF ZELENY

LAS VEGAS — Mitt Romney
handily won the Nevada caucus-
es on Saturday, solidifying his
status as the front-runner and in-
creasing his momentum as he
seeks to use the month of Febru-
ary to ease doubts within the Re-
publican Party about his candida-
cy and begin confronting Presi-
dent Obama.

Mr. Romney ran well ahead of
his three opponents on a night
that delivered his second decisive
first-place finish in four days, fol-
lowing his victory in the Florida

RUSSIA AND CHINA
BLOCK U.N. ACTION
ON CRISIS IN SYRIA

US. Condemns ‘Unspeakable’ Assault
on Homs, Said to Be Bloodiest Yet

By NEIL MacFARQUHAR and ANTHONY SHADID

UNITED NATIONS — A Unit-
ed Nations Security Council ef-
fort to end the violence in Syria
collapsed in acrimony with a dou-
ble veto by Russia and China on
Saturday, hours after the Syrian
military attacked the city of
Homs in what opposition leaders
described as the deadliest gov-
ernment assault in the nearly 11-
month uprising,.

The veto and the mounting vio-
lence underlined the dynamics
shaping what is proving to be the
Arab world's bloodiest revolt:
diplomatic stalemate and failure
as Syria plunges deeper into
what many are already calling a
civil war. Diplomats have lament-
ed their lack of options in pres-
suring the Syrian government,
and even some Syrian dissidents
worry about what the growing
confrontation will mean for a
country reeling from bloodshed
and hardship.

The veto is almost sure to em-
bolden the government of Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad, which bra-
zenly carried out the assault on
Homs on the day that the Securi-
ty Council had planned to vote. It
came, too, around the anniversa-
ry of its crackdown in 1982 on an-
other Syrian city, Hama, by Mr.
Assad’s father, Hafez, in which at
least 10,000 people were killed in

one of the bloodiest episodes in
modern Arab history.

“It’s quite clear — this is a li-
cense to do more of the same and
worse,” said Peter Harling, an ex-
pert on Syria at the International
Crisis Group. “The regime will
take it for granted that it can es-
calate further. We're entering a
new phase that will be far more
violent still than what we've seen
now.”

The Security Council voted 13
to 2 in favor of a resolution back-
ing an Arab League peace plan
for Syria, but passage was
blocked by Russia and China,
which opposed what they saw as
a potential violation of Syria’s
sovereignty. The support of those
countries has proved crucial in
bolstering the Syrian govern-
ment’s confidence, despite an iso-
lation more pronounced than any
time since the Assad family
seized power more than four dec-
ades ago.

After the vote, and the failure
before that of the Arab League
peace plan to stem the violence,
predictions were grim about
what is ahead in a conflict that
the United Nations says has
claimed more than 5,000 lives. To
many, two inexorable forces were
at work: a government bent on

Continued on Page 12

As Afghan Missi.on Shrinks,
U.S. Plans Shift to Elite Units

By THOM SHANKER and ERIC SCHMITT

WASHINGTON — The United
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